
PARABLES in the SCRIPTURES
compiled by Bruce T. Forbes; copyright 1985

PARABLES OF THE OLD TESTAMENT:

The Trees Choosing a King ….. Judges 9:8-20
The Ewe Lamb ….. 2 Samuel 12:1-4
The Two Brothers and Avengers ….. 2 Samuel 14:1-11
The Escape Captive ….. 1 Kings 20:35-40
Micaiah’s Vision ….. 1 Kings 22:19-23
The Thistle and the Cedar ….. 2 Kings 14:9; 2 Chronicles 25:18
The Vineyard and the Grapes ….. Isaiah 5:1-7
The Eagle and the Vine ….. Ezekiel 17:3-10
The Lion’s Welp ….. Ezekiel 19:2-9
The Boiling Pot ….. Ezekiel 24:3-14 

PARABLES OF THE FOUR GOSPELS:

Because this listing of the parables in the Four Gospels is done chronological, the same parable may appear 
twice (one appears three times) - this is done to show how Christ used the same parable on more than one 

occasion. The first four columns are for where the parable actually appears in the Four Gospels; the last column 
is for other references to it. 

MATTHEW MARK LUKE JOHN COMPARE:
 
 1. Jesus Is the New Law / New Cloth, Old Clothes / New Wine, Old Bottles 

Matthew 9:14-17 Mark 2:18-22 Luke 5:33-39 ----- 3 Nephi 15:2
 
 2. Salt of the Earth 

Matthew 5:13 Mark 9:49-50 Luke 14:34-35 ----- 3 Nephi 12:14-15
D&C 101:39-40 
D&C 103:9-10 

     
 3. Light of the World / Candle Under a Bushel 

Matthew 5:14-16 (See also #9&23) (See also #9&23) ----- 3 Nephi 12:16
     
 4. The Mote and the Beam

Matthew 7:1-5 ----- Luke 6:37-42 ----- Matthew 15:4
3 Nephi 14:3-5

     
 5. Building Upon a Rock 

Matthew 7:24-27 ----- Luke 6:47-49 ----- 3 Nephi 11:39-40
3 Nephi 14:24-27

D&C 11:16-25
     
 6. John’s Greatness 

Matthew 11:16-19 ----- Luke 7:31-35 ----- -----
     
 7. The Two Debtors

----- ----- Luke 7:41-43 ----- -----
     
 8. The Sower 
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Matthew 13:3-23 Mark 4:3-20 Luke 8:4-15 -----    D&C 86:1-7
     
 9. Candle Under a Bushel

(See also #3&23) Mark 4:21-25 Luke 8:16-18 ----- ----- 
     
 10. Seed Growing By Itself 

----- Mark 4:26-29 ----- ----- ----- 
     
 11. The Wheat and the Tares 

Matthew 13:24-30, 
36-43

----- ----- ----- D&C 86:1-7
D&C 101:64-68

     
 12. The Mustard Seed and the Leaven 

Matthew 13:31-35 Mark 4:30-33 (See also #27) ----- ----- 
     
 13. The Hidden Treasure 

Matthew 13:44 ----- ----- ----- 3 Nephi 13:21
     
 14. The Pearl of Great Price 

Matthew 13:45-46 ----- ----- ----- 3 Nephi 14:6
     
 15. The Gospel Net 

Matthew 13:47-50 ----- ----- ----- ----- 
     
 16. ‘Bread of Life’ Discourse 

----- -----  John 6:22-59 ----- 
     
 17. The Lost Sheep 

Matthew 18:11-14 ----- (see also #32) ----- Alma 5:59-60
     
 18. The Unmerciful Servant 

Matthew 18:23-35 ----- ----- ----- ----- 
     
 19. The Good Shepherd 

----- ----- ----- John 10:1-21 3 Ne 15:17-16:4
Psalms 23

Ezekiel 34:11-24
     
 20. The Good Samaritan 

----- ----- Luke 10:25-37 ----- ----- 
     
 21. The Importunate Friend

----- ----- Luke 11:5-8 ----- ----- 
     
 22. The Unclean Spirit

----- ----- Luke 11:24-26 ----- ----- 
     
 23. Candle Under a Bushel / Eyes the Light of the Body

(See also #3&9) (See also #3&9) Luke 11:33-36 
(Also #9)

----- ----- 
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 24. The Rich Young Fool 

----- ----- Luke 12:13-21 ----- ----- 
     
 25. Return of the Lord of the House / Servants Watching / Wise Steward 

----- ----- Luke 12:35-48 ----- D&C 72:17 
     
 26. The Barren Fig Tree 

----- ----- Luke 13:6-9 ----- Romans 11:13-24
Jacob 5

     
 27. The Mustard Seed and the Leaven 

(See also #12) (See also #12) Luke 13:18-21 ----- Luke 17:6
     
 28. "Who Shall Be Saved?" / The Shut Door 

----- ----- Luke 13:23-30 ----- ----- 
     
 29. The Wedding Feast 

----- ----- Luke 14:7-11 ----- ----- 
     
 30. The Great Supper 

----- ----- Luke 14:12-24 ----- ----- 
     
 31. Sacrifice/ Counting the Cost 

----- ----- Luke 14:25-35 ----- ----- 
     
 32. The Lost Sheep 

(See also #17) ----- Luke 15:1-7 ----- Alma 5:59-60
     
 33. The Lost Coin 

----- ----- Luke 15:8-10 ----- ----- 
     
 34. The Prodigal Son 

----- ----- Luke 15:11-32 ----- ----- 
     
 35. The Unjust Steward 

----- ----- Luke 16:1-13 ----- ----- 
     
 36. The Rich Man and Lazarus 

----- ----- Luke 16:19-31 ----- ----- 
     
 37. The Unprofitable Servants

----- ----- Luke 17:7-10 ----- ----- 
     
 38. The Widow and the Unjust Judge (Prayer) 

----- ----- Luke 18:1-8 ----- D&C 101:81-91
     
 39. The Pharisee and the Publican (Humility) 

----- ----- Luke 18:9-14 ----- ----- 
     
 40. Laborers in the Vineyard 
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Matthew 20:1-16 ----- ----- ----- D&C 84:79
D&C 106:3

     
 41. The Talents 

(See also #51) ----- Luke 19:11-27 ----- ----- 
     
 42. The Two Sons 

Matthew 21:28-31 ----- ----- ----- D&C 41:5
     
 43. The Wicked Husbandmen 

Matthew 21:33-46 Mark 12:1-12 Luke 20:9-19 ----- ----- 
     
 44. Marriage Feast of the King’s Son 

Matthew 22:1-14 ----- ----- ----- ----- 
     
 45. Eagles at the Carcass

Matt 24:28 ----- ----- ----- JS-M 1:27
     
 46. The Fig Tree and All the Trees 
Matthew 24:32-33, 36 Mark 13:28-29, 32 Luke 21:29-31 ----- D&C 35:16

D&C 45:36-38
JS-M 1:38

     
 47. Householder taking a Far Journey 

----- Mark 13:34-37 ----- ----- ----- 
     
 48. Thief in the Night 

Matthew 24:43-44 ----- ----- ----- JS-M 1:47-48
     
 49. Faithful and Evil Servants 

Matthew 24:45-51 ----- ----- ----- JS-M 1:50-54
     
 50. The Ten Virgins 

Matthew 25:1-13 ----- ----- ----- D&C 45:56-59
D&C 63:54

     
 51. The Talents 

Matthew 25:14-30 ----- (See also #41) ----- ----- 
     
 52. The Sheep and the Goats

Matthew 25:31-46 ----- ----- ----- Mosiah 26:23-28
     
 53. The Vine and the Branches

----- ----- ----- John 15:1-7 ----- 
PARABLES IN THE BOOK OF MORMON 

and DOCTRINE AND COVENANTS:

The Tame and the Wild Olive Trees ….. Jacob 5 (See also: 1 Nephi 10:12-14; 1 Nephi 15:16-18;  D&C 97:7-9; 
D&C 101:43-66; Romans 11:13-24; Luke 13:6-9; Isaiah 5:1-7.)
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The Man with Twelve Sons ….. D&C 38:24-27
The Twelve Kingdoms ….. D&C 88:51-61
The Twelve Olive Trees / The Watchman / The Tower ….. D&C 101:43-62; D&C 103:21-28
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